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ABSTRACT
Airbag technology has evolved significantly over the years, from basic mechanical systems to
extremely complex, intelligent, and adaptive safety features. The advancements in airbag
deployment technology are explored in this paper, focusing especially on multi-stage
inflation, pre-crash sensing, AI-assisted deployment, and external airbag systems. To enhance
passenger safety and minimize injuries, contemporary airbag systems integrate LiDAR, radar,
and machine learning algorithms to better predict and respond to accident scenarios. Through
enabling real-time detection of accidents, vehicle-to-vehicle (V2V) and vehicle-to-
infrastructure (V2I) communication enhance the performance of airbags. Moreover, the
reliability and effectiveness of airbags have been enhanced thanks to advancements in light,
stiff, and fire-resistant materials. With autonomous cars, smart sensors, and AI-powered
predictive deployment on the horizon, airbag technology is expected to be key to achieving
road safety zero-fatality goals. The research considers how the latest airbag deployment
technology advancements can influence car safety in the future.

1. INTRODUCTION

Road traffic crashes remain a key global issue, causing considerable numbers of fatalities and
injuries annually. Of all the safety devices implemented in today's vehicles, airbags are now
one of the most significant passive safety technologies, reducing considerably the severity of
injury in accidents. From their earliest beginnings, the technology behind airbags has
witnessed incredible growth, developing from rudimentary mechanical designs to complex,
intelligent, and adaptive safety devices. Older airbag systems used simple crash sensors and
accelerometers to sense rapid deceleration and inflate the bags. Early deployments, though,
had their shortcomings: Behavioral timings were off, inflation was too forceful, and the
systems were not adaptive to changing crash conditions, leading at times to unintended
injuries, particularly to small children, older persons, and persons of less than average stature.

To meet these challenges, new airbag deployment technology combines sophisticated sensor
networks, artificial intelligence, and pre-crash recognition systems that provide greater

https://www.irjweb.com/


International Research Journal of Education and Technology

Peer Reviewed Journal
ISSN 2581-7795

© 2025, IRJEdT Volume: 7 Issue: 03 | Mar-2025 Page 1998

accuracy, efficiency, and protection of occupants. Adaptive and multi-stage airbag
deployment systems today modify their inflation pressure and rate according to factors
including occupant size, seat position, and severity of collision, minimizing the chance of
secondary injury. Pre-crash sensing technology, using LiDAR, radar, and camera-based
systems, enables airbags to detect impacts in advance and deploy at the optimal time. The
development of external airbag systems also provides an added layer of protection by
dissipating crash energy prior to impact, reducing force transmission to occupants and
pedestrians. In addition, occupant classification systems and smart sensors make selective
airbag deployment possible, so force levels can be tailored to various individuals, improving
safety for a wide range of passengers.

A further breakthrough in airbag deployment technology is its coordination with vehicle-to-
vehicle (V2V) and vehicle-to-infrastructure (V2I) communication systems. Such technologies
offer real-time crash warnings, so airbags can already prepare for impact before a collision,
particularly in cases involving high-speed or multi-vehicle crashes. With machine learning
and artificial intelligence increasingly involved, today's airbag systems are able to process
information from several inputs and make quicker and more knowledgeable decisions to
maximize passenger protection. The synergy of these technologies makes airbags not only
responsive but also predictive, adding to a more holistic vehicle safety system.

This paper delves into the continuous evolution of airbag systems, with emphasis on how
recent innovations in deployment technology have improved passenger protection. It
considers the limitations of traditional airbag systems, the incorporation of AI-powered and
sensor-enhanced improvements, and emerging trends that promise to reshape automotive
safety. With accelerating technological developments, smart airbag systems are likely to
become a standard feature of future vehicles, minimizing deaths and injuries through accurate,
adaptive, and predictive deployment tactics. This research intends to offer insights into the
newest developments and how they are influencing the future of airbag technology, making
driving safer for everyone.

2. HISTORY

The idea of airbags originated in the early 1950s when scientists started researching passive
restraint systems as a way of minimizing injuries in car crashes. The earliest U.S. patents
involving airbag technology were applied for by John W. Hetrick in 1952 and German
engineer Walter Linderer in 1953. Both designs involved compressing air to inflate a cushion
upon collision, but the speed and reliability of the technology then was not sufficient for
commercial application. In the 1960s, advancements in sensor technology and crash sensing
systems made airbags more viable, with General Motors running initial crash tests to test
their performance[1].
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The 1970s saw a dramatic shift towards airbag development, with major automakers starting
to research commercial implementation. Ford in 1971 launched an experimental fleet of cars
with airbags and was followed by General Motors in 1973 that included driver-side airbags as
an option in some models[3]. Early airbag systems were plagued with the issues of
deployment force injuring people and low acceptance rates because of their high expense.
Despite such constraints, the U.S. government saw the promise of airbags in enhancing
vehicle safety and started enforcing regulations to encourage their use. The establishment of
the Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 208 (MVSS 208) in the late 1970s mandated the inclusion
of passive restraints like airbags or automatic seat belts in new vehicles[1].

During the 1980s and the 1990s, there was mass deployment of airbags for passenger cars
based on developments in crash sensors, electronic control systems, and enhanced inflation
devices. Mercedes-Benz installed the first driver-side airbag in a production car, the S-Class
(W126), in 1981. Other car makers, such as Chrysler, Ford, and Honda, soon incorporated
airbags into their car models. In the United States, airbags were made compulsory in all
passenger cars from 1998 in both the driver's and front passenger's seats. With further
developments, side-impact airbags, curtain airbags, and knee airbags were made available,
adding extra layers of protection[2].

In the 21st century, technology in airbags has made tremendous progress, with the inclusion
of smart sensors, adaptive deployment systems, multi-stage inflation, and pre-crash detection
systems to improve passenger protection. Today's airbags have the ability to modulate
inflation pressure according to occupant size, weight, and position, minimizing the risk of
airbag-related injury. The use of LiDAR, radar, and artificial intelligence has also enhanced
airbag response rates and deployment precision. Newer technologies like external airbags,
pedestrian protection airbags, and vehicle-to-vehicle communication-based deployment
systems are going to define the automotive safety of the future[3].

3. MATERIALS USED IN AIRBAG

Airbags are produced with specifically chosen materials for strength, durability, heat
resistance, and inflation speed. Fabric materials for the airbag cushion, heat and gas-resistant
coatings, inflator chemicals, and structural elements for deployment support make up the
major components of an airbag system.

Nylon 6,6 is the primary fabric utilized for airbag cushions due to its light weight, high
tensile strength, and flexibility. Sometimes polyester (PET) is employed, particularly in side-
curtain airbags, because of its better UV resistance and dimensional stability. Airbag fabrics
are treated with substances like silicone, neoprene, or polyurethane to avoid degradation
caused by hot gases produced during deployment. Silicone coatings are commonly used for
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heat shielding and longevity, with the polyurethane coatings offering lighter and less
expensive options[4].

The activation of an airbag depends on an inflator system that produces gas in adequate time,
which is milliseconds[5]. Most previous models of airbags utilized sodium azide (NaN₃) as
the main propellant, but because it is toxic in nature, safer chemicals such as guanidine nitrate
have taken its place. Potassium nitrate and silicon dioxide are also commonly used to regulate
the rate of gas production and maintain safe inflation. Certain contemporary airbag systems
utilize stored compressed gases, including nitrogen and argon, which deploy more quickly
and cleanly without the production of toxic byproducts.

For the housing of the inflator mechanism, steel and aluminum are utilized owing to their
resistance to high pressure. Electrical connectors and igniters, frequently constructed from
copper, nickel, and platinum, are other key components that guarantee accurate activation of
the airbag system upon collision detection[6].

The table1.1 below summarizes the key materials used in airbag manufacturing:

Component Material Used Purpose
Airbag Fabric Nylon 6,6, Polyester (PET) Strength, flexibility, tear

resistance
Coating Silicone, Polyurethane Heat resistance, durability,

gas retention
Inflator Propellant Guanidine Nitrate, Potassium

Nitrate
Gas generation for rapid

inflation

Inflator Gas Compressed Nitrogen,
Argon

Clean and controlled airbag
deployment

Housing Steel, Aluminum Structural support for inflator
system

Electrical Components Copper, Nickel, Platinum Ignition and activation
system for deployment

Enduring advances in airbag materials have yielded designs that are lighter, more efficient,
and less ecologically harmful, enhancing passenger protection and reducing the number of
injuries inflicted by airbags. To further maximize airbag functionality and sustainability,
future developments may incorporate self-healing coatings, biodegradable polymers, and AI-
powered deployment processes[7].
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4. WORKING OF AIRBAG

Airbags are a crucial component of modern car safety equipment because they deploy a
cushioning barrier in a fraction of a second, reducing the force of impact on occupants during
a crash[8]. To provide optimal protection, an airbag system's sensors, electronic control units
(ECUs), inflator system, and airbag cushion cooperate with each other. The electronic control
unit (ECU) or airbag control unit (ACU) is triggered by a signal from sensors in the vehicle
that are sensitive to sudden deceleration upon collision. The sensors, which measure the
impact force and direction, are pressure sensors, gyroscopes, and accelerometers. The ECU
determines whether deployment of the airbags is needed after evaluating the data[9]. The
ECU triggers the inflator system when the impact becomes sufficient. The inflator system is
responsible for the instant deployment of the airbag. In standard airbag systems, the inflator
has a chemical propellant, either guanidine nitrate or potassium nitrate, which burns very
quickly when ignited[12]. The burning creates a high volume of non-toxic gases, mostly
nitrogen or argon, which inflate the airbag between 20-50 milliseconds. In more recent airbag
systems, compressed gas cylinders filled with nitrogen or argon replace chemical reactions
for a cleaner and quicker deployment. When the gas fills the airbag, it inflates outward along
a pre-programmed seam or vent so that it can cushion the passenger's head, chest, and torso.
The airbag fabric, which is usually nylon 6,6 or polyester, has silicone or polyurethane
coating to resist heat and ensure durability. The airbag is constructed with minute vent holes
to slowly deflate upon collision, dissipating the passenger's kinetic energy and minimizing
rebound effects[10]. The controlled deflation prevents the occupant from being violently
thrown back by the impact of the airbag. After the airbag has deployed, it fully deflates
within seconds, and the gases are released through the vent holes. In contemporary vehicles,
airbags operate in harmony with seat belts, pre-tensioners, and sophisticated driver-assistance
systems (ADAS) to optimize passenger protection. Certain cars have multi-stage airbag
deployment, where the inflation pressure is modulated depending on the impact severity,
occupant weight, and seat position. The effectiveness of an airbag system relies on accurate
sensor calibration, precise timing, and sophisticated material choice. With advancements in
technology, intelligent airbags with AI-based deployment, external airbags for pedestrian
safety, and adaptive airbag systems are increasingly being used, further improving vehicle
safety and minimizing the chances of life-threatening injuries[11].
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Fig1.1 Circuit Diagram of Airbag

Fig1.2 Diagram of Airbag

5. FUTURE SCOPE OF AIRBAG

With smart, adaptive, and AI-driven systems, airbag deployment technology will
revolutionize car safety entirely. Airbags will deploy with the right pressure and velocity
based on the type of collision situation due to AI-driven technologies that will be used to
continuously monitor occupant position, weight, and motion. As a preventive safety device,
external airbags are being researched. Intelligent and multi-phase airbag technologies will
allow deployment rates to adjust dynamically in response to the severity of the crash.
Predictive algorithms for crashes, 360-degree safety systems, and non-conventional seating
geometries will all be incorporated into future designs.
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6. CONCLUSION

Substantial innovations in airbag deployment technology have made vehicles safer and
reduced fatalities. Pre-crash sensing, occupant classification, and multi-stage inflation are
all characteristics of contemporary airbags. Greater robustness, fewer airbag injuries, and
faster deployment are the consequences of advancements in materials and sensor
technology. Airbag systems will respond to connected vehicle networks, AI-based safety
features, and innovative seating arrangements as vehicles become more autonomous.
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